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PROBUS CLUB  
OF PORT PERRY  
MANAGEMENT 

TEAM

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

OUR NEXT ONLINE GENERAL 
MEMBERSHIP MEETING  

WILL BE HELD ON   ON  
MARCH 15th  

FROM 10:00-NOON   
REGISTRATION IS NOT NECESSARY  

IN ORDER TO ATTEND.  
SEE INFORMATION FURTHER  

IN THE NEWSLETTER.

....................  President’s Message continued next page
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Hi Everyone,
We’re getting very close to being able to re-

sume the majority of  our Club’s in-person activ-
ities.  The social events are increasing in num-
ber, more interest groups are getting going again 
and some new ones are forming, and we’re 
planning on holding our first in-person member-
ship meeting in April.  Actually that meeting will 
be a hybrid one in that it will be both an in-person 
one as well as a virtual meeting.  Unfortunately 
our March meeting will be only on  . 

Due to more limited seating as a result of  
COVID precautions, the April meeting will re-
quire preregistration.  Please see the section of  
the newsletter below for the details of  that regis-
tration process.

The Club’s management committee contin-
ues to assess the COVID situation on a regular 
basis.  Sometimes our Club’s COVID health 
precautions may exceed those of  the govern-
ment, but we have to consider the age profile 
of  our membership and the COVID risks that 
entails.  Two of the key COVID precautions 
for the Club at this time are proof of  vaccina-
tion and mask requirements, and we believe 
most of  our members support such measures.  

Our prime interest in this case is protecting the 
health of  our members and guests while they’re 
engaged in Club-sponsored activities, and we 
take that responsibility very seriously.  

One key reminder – if  you haven’t yet sub-
mitted your proof of  vaccination details to the 
Club, please do so since that’s required for atten-
dance at any Club-sponsored meeting or event.

As you can see further along in the news-
letter, we’re starting our membership renewal  
season this month. We currently have 350 mem-
bers (our cap for this year) and we’ve already 
started a waiting list. This coming year’s cap 
(starting this May) will be 330 members. All 
current Club members will be able to renew 
their membership as long as they do so by June 
30th.  After that date we open the membership 
up to new members, and as soon as we hit 330, 
we’ll be taking no more memberships for the 
year whether they be new or renewals.  So see 
the renewal information in the membership sec-
tion below.

Some members may wonder why we’ve low-
ered our membership cap.  It has to do with the 
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President’s Message continued .......

Our next online general membership meeting will take place on 
Tuesday, March 15th, from 10:00 a.m. – noon  

The March membership meeting will be on   as we have 
been doing for almost two years. As usual, you’ll receive your meet-
ing invitation/link at the email address you have on file with the club.  

We’ll send it out about a week before the meeting with the connec-
tion information and again just before the meeting as a reminder.  

If  you’re not familiar with using  , please check the website 
or past issues of the newsletter for a list of   mentors from the 
Club who are prepared to assist you.

OUR NEXT GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING  
IS ON MARCH 15th by 

number of  people we can reasonably accommodate in the Hope 
Church meeting facilities.  This is particularly an issue in sum-
mer when less seating is available and there’s no air condition-
ing in the main hall.     

And now that we’re hopefully getting back into having in- 
person membership meetings, we need some volunteers to assist.  
Most of  the assistance is required from around 9 to 10 a.m. on 
meeting day, and it’s not a lot of  work.  But it is important to 

those who have to set up for the meeting.  So if  you’re willing to 
give us about an hour, let me know.    

Enjoy the season and have fun, and we hope to see you at the 
March   membership meeting and in person at the April 
meeting.

 Tim Casey, President,  
PROBUS Club of  Port Perry 

president.portperryprobus@gmail.com 

CLUB NOTICES

At this time we’re planning to have the April membership 
meeting on April 19th as an in-person + a virtual meeting.  

This will be our first in-person membership meeting in over 
two years.  There are a number of additional activities we have 
to implement in order to conduct the meeting, and we’ll also 
have to accommodate some socially-distanced seating.  Conse-
quently we’ll be limiting the attendance at this first meeting to 
110 members, and to effectively do that, any member who wants 
to attend will have to pre-register with the Club.

To pre-register, please send an email to portperryprobus@
gmail.com indicating your name and the names of any other 
members you’re pre-registering for, and note in your email that 
you’re pre-registering for the April 19th membership meeting.  
Pre-registration starts the day the March newsletter is sent out.  
It will be on a  “first come - first served” basis.  Once we reach 
the 110 seating capacity, we’ll close off pre-registration and 
advise anyone attempting to pre-register after that that their 
name will be kept on a waiting list in case someone cancels their 
registration.

Hopefully April will be the only month for which we have to 
use a meeting pre-registration and we can get back to our nor-
mal membership meeting regimen at future meetings.  

Please note that the April membership meeting will have the 
following restrictions:

No food or beverages will be served;

Masks will be required to be worn in the Church;
There will be a limited amount of socially distanced seating, 

some partial socially distanced seating (i.e. one empty chair be-
tween singles or couples) and some regular seating;

There will be  a socially distanced section delineated in the 
break room.; and

Attendees will have to show proof of vaccination.  That 
would be one of a.)  PROBUS Club vaccination sticker (issued 
by the Club) on their name badge; B.) government-issued vac-
cination record showing full vaccination; or c.) the related QR 
code from the government-issued vaccination record on their 
phone or other document.

Note that in accordance with Club COVID policies, anyone 
attending any in-person Club activity or event (like membership 
meetings, social events and interest groups) must be fully vac-
cinated for COVID-19 and must have provided proof of such 
vaccination to the Club prior to any such attendance.  For infor-
mation as to how to provide proof of vaccination, please see the 
Club website.   Over 70% of the Club membership has already 
provided proof of vaccination, so if you haven’t as yet done so, 
please consider arranging it soon.  If you plan on attending the 
April membership meeting in person, please get your proof of 
vaccination into the club before the meeting.

If you have any questions, please contact the Club at  
portperryprobus@gmail.com

APRIL MEETING MEMBERSHIP REQUIREMENTS

mailto:president.portperryprobus%40gmail.com%0A?subject=
mailto:portperryprobus%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:portperryprobus%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:portperryprobus%40gmail.com?subject=
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Our membership has reached the maximum for this year of   
350.  We are now looking at our new year that starts as of  June 1st.  
Our membership maximum for next year will be 330 and our re-
newal fee will be $30.00.  This can be paid by either an etransfer to 
memberfees.portperryprobus@gmail.com  or by mailing a cheque 
to me directly: Linda Parry, 2481 Ashbridge Rd., Port Perry, ON  
L9L 1B4.  Once we are back to in-person meetings I will have a 

registration table where you can make your payment.   
If  you have any questions or concerns or changes to your con-

tact information, please contact me at 905-985-8602 or email me at 
parrylk@gmail.com. 

Linda Parry, 
 Membership Chair, PROBUS Club of  Port Perry

MEMBERSHIP UPDATE

WE WANT TO HEAR ABOUT “YOU” 
AND YOUR INTERESTING FAMILY AND ANCESTORS

We’re publishing a new feature for the newsletter and website.  

And it’s all about YOU and your family.  We’re seeking interesting stories about our members’ 
lives and their families and ancestors.  

The content could be anything from a short anecdote in one or two paragraphs or something 
more substantive up to 500 words.   It could be a particularly heartwarming experience, 
a fascinating snippet from your childhood, a special cultural experience in your travels, a 

famous person you’ve met, something interesting or courageous a family member did, or an 
educational story about one of  your ancestors or how they lived in times long ago.  

You can include your name or not – your choice.  We’d like to include about a few of these in 
each newsletter edition in order to bring a smile to the faces of  your fellow club members.

Don’t forget to set your  
clocks forward one hour on 

Sunday March 13.

S
P

R
IN

G  AHEAD!

WANTED
COORDINATOR  

TO HEAD UP GUESS WHO’S  
COMING FOR DINNER (GWCFD)

Duties: to contact restaurants and arrange 
seating for 30 people for dinner on  

the last Saturday night of the month.  
Guidance will be provided.  

If you are this person, please contact:  
interest.portperryprobus@gmail.com

WANTED
PHOTOGRAPHY CLUB 

MEMBERS

Looking for members who are interested in 
getting together in a group to enjoy taking 
photographs.  A Coordinator has already 

stepped forward to guide you.  
If you are this person, please contact:  

interest.portperryprobus@gmail.com

WANTED
GOLF CLUB MEMBERS 

PAST AND NEW

We are looking for interested golfers to  
join our virtual meeting on March 22 and 

discuss all things golf. Let’s hear your 
ideas for making this the best season yet.  

If you are this person, please contact:  
Cwhittle2001@yahoo.ca

HELLO?  Is it YOU we’re looking for?

mailto:memberfees.portperryprobus@gmail.com
mailto:parrylk%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:interest.portperryprobus%40gmail.com%0D?subject=
mailto:interest.portperryprobus%40gmail.com%0D?subject=
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PORT PERRY PROBUS CLUB SOCIAL EVENTS

All scheduled events are subject to Provincial COVID-19 regulations and public health advice at the time of  the event.   
Port Perry PROBUS requires that all members attending face to face events have two vaccinations.   

To register, email: social.portperryprobus@gmail.com

Thursday, March 17
ST. PATRICK’S DAY LUNCHEON

Kedron Dells Golf Club, 2400 Ritson Rd. N., Oshawa  
12 p.m. 

Tickets are $45 per person including tax and gratuities for potato 
and bacon soup, a slow roast beef  dinner with all the trimmings, 
dessert and tea/coffee. Cash bar.  Irish music. To register, please 
email to our social address. Following registration, you will be pro-
vided with payment details.  For further information, please contact 
Ann Skinner: 905 982-8865.

Sunday, April 10
HERONGATE BARN THEATRE

2885 Altona Rd, Locust Hill 
12 p.m. to 4 p.m. 

Tickets are $69 for lunch and the play 
Broken Up by Nick Hall.  Broken Up is 
a fast-moving comedy about Meg who 
moves into her new apartment and out 
of  her old marriage.  For this event, we 
have reserved 55 tickets for members 

and guests, with proof  of  vaccination. For your information, 
Herongate is not fully accessible. The dining area is accessible 
with washrooms.  To transition to the theatre, you must take the 
stairs or walk around the building to access the theatre directly.  
There are no washrooms on the theatre level. To register, please 
email our social address.  Following registration, you will be 
provided with payment details.  For further information, please 
contact Ann Skinner at 905-982-8865.    

Monday, April 11
RIPLEY’S AQUARIUM

288 Bremner Blvd., Toronto 
Reserved admission is at 10:30 a.m. 

Group rate tickets are $22.10. Members can take the GO Train as 
a group or car-pool.  Seniors’ return GO Train tickets are $12.25 
payable at the GO Train. Optional lunch to follow at the Steam 
Whistle or a location of  your choice.  Following registration, you 
will be provided with payment details.  For further information, 
contact Marie Lucifora at 905-982-2721.

SOLD OUT

 Happens    
every St. Patrick’s 
Day. I have a few 
green beers, and 
suddenly I find 
myself doing the 

Riverdance.

presents.....

WHO KNEW? TRIVIA 

1st prize:  $25 gift certificate – DAVID MILLER
1st prize:  $15 gift certificate –  DAN LANGER

1st prize:  $10 gift certificate – JUDY ANDERSON

1st prize:  $25 gift certificate – GRAHAM BALDWIN
1st prize:  $15 gift certificate – DAVID MILLER

1st prize:  $10 gift certificate – ARLENE WALKER

Wednesday, February 2

Wednesday, February 9

Celebrating St. Patrick’s Day?No......  we’re just big Dr. Seuss fans.

Phone  
call for Lucky!

Anybody here named   
 Lucky?

Gift Certificates for Tim Hortons

mailto:social.portperryprobus%40gmail.com?subject=
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NON PORT PERRY PROBUS CLUB EXCURSIONS/EVENTS

.......... Non Port Perry Club Excursions/Events continued next page

Includes return transportation by deluxe 
Motorcoach, lunch at the Skylon Tower 
(contact Shirlie for lunch choice), Niagara 

College wine tasting, Butterfly Conservatory, Driver’s Tip, 407 fees 
(both ways). 
Government regulations will be in place.

HNA OFFERS
All Tours depart from Pickering/Ajax.  Please ensure that Shirlie knows that you are a member of  Port Perry PROBUS.  

If  more than 10 members book, Shirlie may be able to pick up at Walmart in Port Perry.
For more information on any of these tours, contact Shirley Van Putten at:  

905-619-8583 or email: shirlie@hnatravels.com
Stay Tuned for more Tours! We are staying in Canada for 2022

NIAGARA FALLS TOUR 
March 22
Cost $131

Your Tour includes two plays at the  
Festival Theatre, one-night accommo-
dation at Hotel in Niagara Falls, visit to 
Botanical Gardens in Hamilton, tasting at local winery; ride on the 
Sky Wheel overlooking the Canadian Falls.

SHAW FESTIVAL 
June 21 - 22

Cost will be available March 10

Your Tour includes return transportation 
by deluxe highway motor coach, two 
night’s accommodation at the Historical 

Lord Elgin Hotel – ideally located downtown, free time to explore 
the famous Byward Market, for shopping or dining at your leisure, 
two breakfasts and one lunch, city tour including Rideau Hall;  
Royal Canadian Mint; Tulip display at Dow’s Lake; National Art 
Gallery; Museum of History; Canadian War Museum/Rideau 
River Afternoon Cruise; Diefenbunker Cold War Museum.

OTTAWA AND 
DISCOVER YOUR CAPITAL  

May 19 - 21

What is included: Roundtrip airfare from Toronto to Deer 
Lake, Nfld, 10 night’s accommodations in Nfld, Breakfast dai-
ly; 2 dinners; 4 lunches, Sightseeing in Gros Morne National 
Park, Boat Cruise of  Bonne Bay, Tour of  Port au Choix Na-
tional Historic Site, Tour of  L’Anse aux Meadows, Tour of  Sir  
Wilfred Grenfell Mission (provided first medical services in Lab-
rador & Nfld), Visits to Twillingate, Trinity & Bonavista, City 
Tour of  St. John’s, Visit to Bay Bulls with boat cruise, Tour of  
Cape Spear National Historic Park, Services of  an HNA Travels.  
Prices include all taxes.

TRIP TO NEWFOUNDLAND 
July 24 – August 3

Cost:   Double occupancy – $4,518.87     
Single occupancy $6,100.87

$800 deposit per person due upon booking 

SOLD OUT
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All customers joining Cardinal Coach Tours currently will be required to be double vaccinated and will be 
asked to provide proof  prior to joining the tour. • Customers are required to wear face coverings  

(i.e., masks) always on the coach and off  the coach when social distancing is not possible.  

To book, call Cardinal Tours at 705-324-2777 or 877-343-7773.   
PLEASE TELL THEM THAT YOU ARE A MEMBER OF PORT PERRY PROBUS.

THE LEGENDS OF COUNTRY MUSIC 
April 13

Cost: $145 
Bingeman’s Amusement Centre in Kitchener

Includes transportation by deluxe coach, the show, and a buffet  
luncheon. If you are a country music lover, you will not want to miss 
this show.  Perfect soundalike and lookalike impersonations of all of  
the Country Music’s biggest stars singing their greatest hits; Willie 
Nelson, Johnny Cash, Patsy Cline, Hank Williams, Lorretta Lynn, 
Reb McEntire, Faith Hill, and Canada’s own Shania Twain and 

many more.  
Activity level: Light
Morning departure times from Walmart 
in Port Perry are confirmed closer to de-
parture with minimum of 10 members 
booking. Price include all taxes.

FALLSVIEW CASINO 
April 26 - 28

Cost: Double $395.00    Single $515.00  
Triple $385.00    Quad $375.00

Niagara Falls is known for its landscape, entertainment, hotel accom-
modations, and Casinos! In our overnight tour we will be offering all 
of this and more. We will be spending two nights at the Hilton Niaga-
ra Falls/Fallsview Hotel & Suites where a daily breakfast is included 
each morning. You will have the opportunity to play at the Casino 
and see the beauty of the falls. This tour will also include a winery 
tour and tasting near Niagara-on-the-lake!   
Activity level: Active
Departure times from Walmart in Port 
Perry are confirmed closer to departure 
with minimum of 10 members booking. 
Prices include all taxes.

CARDINAL COACH TOURS – LINDSAY, ON

Review: November 15-17, 2021, Fallsview Casino
Linda Elliot and I (Judy Spring) went on this bus tour and thoroughly enjoyed ourselves.  We were picked up at Lowes in Oshawa at 1:15 p.m. 
The bus had a washroom but there was one stop both coming and going.  We were upgraded to a two-bedroom suite, without charge. The winery 
tour and tasting were very enjoyable.  The pool and spa were closed, but the Double Tree Hotel, which is a short walk away, has a very good spa 
and allows people with spa appointments to use their pool (by appointment).  Return from Niagara Falls was at noon.

Non Port Perry Club Excursions/Events continued .......

.......... Non Port Perry Club Excursions/Events continued next page
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Non Port Perry Club Excursions/Events continued .......

CANXPLORE – BOWMANVILLE, ON
Contact: Cathy Spracklin at 289-275-1182 or email: cathy@canxplore.com

MARITIMES EXPLORATION TOUR 
August 27 – September 7

Cost (taxes & fees included):  $3695 per person, double occupancy (land only),  
$4595 per person, double occupancy (land + air (WestJet) to and from Toronto – one checked bag included)

What is included: 12 days, 11 nights accommodation, baggage 
handling (one suitcase per person at each hotel), ground trans-
portation, services of  a Tour Director, visits to Nova Scotia, New 
Brunswick, and Prince Edward Island including visits to Halifax, 
Peggy’s Cove, Baddeck, the Cabot Trail, Saint John, Saint An-
drews, two ferry crossings, entrance fees to histor-
ic sites and museums listed in the itinerary, whale 
watching tour (weather permitting), guided walks 
of  Charlottetown, Lunenburg, and Saint John, wine 
tasting in the Annapolis Valley, airport transfers if  
booking the land + air package, small group size of  

22 maximum, 16 meals (11 breakfasts, 3 lunches, 2 dinners) and 
much more. Tour price $4495 per person, double occupancy (land 
only), $5195 per person, double occupancy (land + air (Air Can-
ada) to and from Toronto.  All taxes and fees are included, $500 
non-refundable deposit per person, Final payment due June 1, 

2022, (non-refundable once paid). 
A   Maritimes Exploration Tour Presentation 
will be available on March 23, 2022 at 7 p.m.  For fur-
ther details or to book the presentation or the Tour, con-
tact Cathy Spracklin.
  The CanXplore website is www.canxplore.com.

NEWFOUNDLAND DISCOVERY TOUR 
July 2 - 11  or  July 30 - August 8

Cost (taxes & fees included):  $3695 per person, double occupancy (land only),  
$4595 per person, double occupancy (land + air (WestJet) to and from Toronto – one checked bag included)

What is included: 10 days, 9 nights accommodation, baggage han-
dling (one suitcase per person at each hotel), ground transporta-
tion, services of  a Tour Director, visits to Gros Morne Park, Grand 
Falls-Windsor, Twillingate, Gander, Trinity, Bonavista, Cape Spear, 
St. John’s, boat tours on Bonne Bay, cruise Western 
Brook Pond, in Twillingate and in Bay Bulls (weath-
er permitting), entrance fees to historic sites and mu-
seums, guided tour of  Trinity, Anchors Aweigh show, 
wine tasting at Auk Island Winery, craft beer tasting 
at Quidi Vidi Brewery, airport transfers if  booking the 

land + air package, small group size of  22 maximum (minimum 
14), 13 meals (9 breakfasts, 1 lunch, 3 dinners).
$500 non-refundable deposit per person – final payment due April 
25, 2022, (non-refundable once paid). 

A  Newfoundland Discover Tour Presentation 
will be available on March 24, 2022 at 7 p.m.  For fur-
ther details or to book the presentation or the Tour, con-
tact Cathy Spracklin.  
The CanXplore website is www.canxplore.com.

http://www.canxplore.com
http://www.canxplore.com
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PROBUS INTEREST GROUPS

....................  Interest Groups continued next page

ACTING FOR FUN
Evelyn McKenzie: 905-985-2587

The Acting For Fun Interest Group is continuing to practice our 
lines for a show we are looking forward to performing for the 
PROBUS group hopefully when we re-open.

ART – PROBUS OPEN STUDIO 
Margaret Adamson: 905-773-2878

Fortunately we will be able to resume meeting in person at our 
new location, Hope Church. At this point we are a small enough 
group to be accommodated in a room that provides us with 
bright light and easy access. Our first session of  3 hours begins on 
Thursday, March 10th (1:00-4:00 p.m.).  We will be meeting every 
other week at this time.  Covid restrictions still apply, in that we 
will be required to wear masks while in the building. Guess, we’ll 
get to know what school children, grocery clerks, nurses, medical 
staff, and others feel like. Nevertheless, everyone is excited at the 
thought of  getting together again.  

BOOK CLUB – THE PAGE TURNERS
Kathy McLeod

“When we are no longer able to change the situation, we are chal-
lenged to change ourselves”…
These words were published in 1946 in Viktor Frankl’s book, 
“Man’s Search For Meaning”. As a psychologist and a survivor 
of  concentration camps, Frankl wrote about finding ways to move 
forward if  we are to remain happy, optimistic and hopeful about 
our future.  We explored his Logotherapy methods and how they 
are still relevant today as we all navigate the challenges of  the 
global pandemic.  It has been described as one of  the greatest 
books of  our time, translated into more than fifty languages and 

has sold over sixteen million copies.  
Next month we will discuss the story of  a refugee 
family starting a new life in Canada, “changing the 
world for the better if  possible and changing them-
selves for the better if  necessary”.  Frankl’s words 
resonate seventy years later all over the world!  

BOOK CLUB – THE NEXT CHAPTER
Janet Broder: 416-659-4491

The Next Chapter book club had a thoughtful and thought-provok-
ing discussion about the novel, “What Strange Paradise” by Omar 
El Akkad. We loved the writing and most loved the Before and 
After structure of  the chapters. This story reminded 
us all of  our privilege and the average rating for the 
book was 8/10. 
Our next book is Mike Gayle’s “All the Lonely  
People” and we will discuss this feel good story on 
April 1st at 10:30 a.m. on  .  

CREATE AND CHAT 
Lou Clement-Hobbs: 705-432-3229

The create & chat group is about to be resurrected.  Those wish-
ing to share their crafts, whether it’s knitting, crocheting, needle-
point, quilting, jewelry making, etc., are invited to meet on a giv-
en afternoon for working, chatting and sipping a favourite 
beverage.  Our first session will be held on   where we will 
discuss venues, times and dates.   Join for a relaxing and fun time.
Please let us know if  you wish to participate in this group.

DARTS FOR FUN
John Leahy: 905-982-2695 

Ken Crossley: 705-786-1707
Every Tuesday:  2:15 p.m. – 4:30 p.m. at the 
Legion Branch 419, 484 Bay Street, Port Perry.
Everyone is welcome, no membership is re-

quired. This is not a league, we play just for fun. Legion masking 
protocol in effect while playing and walking around.

 

DINNER OUT – THURSDAYS 
Marg Miller: 226-229-9073

Our group is on hiatus for a month and possibly longer. We are 
open to new members.  If  you are interested in joining us, please 
email or phone Marg Miller to book a chair at the table.

 

 

CURRENT INTEREST GROUP UPDATES 
Email:  interest.portperryprobus@gmail.com 

Our club has a corporate account should you wish to set up a virtual meeting, and it has no time restraints!  
 Just contact Tim Casey at president.portperryprobus@gmail.com or 905-985-3991 to use it.  

We are here to help should you want to try a meeting virtually!

New Interest Group Opportunities
If  you would like to coordinate a new group or shared experience,  

let us know at interest.portperryprobus@gmail.com   

mailto:interest.portperryprobus%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:president.portperryprobus%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:interest.portperryprobus%40gmail.com?subject=
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....................  Interest Groups continued next page

BID EUCHRE – AFTERNOON  
Ann Berube – 905-985-7102

We will start playing again regularly on March 11th. Games will 
then be played on alternate Friday afternoons, group members 
taking turns hosting in their homes. If  you would like to learn 
how to play Bid Euchre and join this group as a spare, please 
telephone or email.

EUCHRE – AFTERNOON 
Ann Berube – 905-985-7102

Our games will begin again on March 4th – hooray!  We will then 
be playing on alternate Friday afternoons, group members taking 
turns hosting in their homes. If  you would like to learn more 
about joining the group please telephone or email.

EUCHRE – EVENING 
Margaret Adamson: 905-773-2878

As the coordinator, I have been waiting for safer times to get to-
gether again and for this frigid winter to be over.  As I listen to 
people venturing out more, wanting to get back to a new normal 
and feeling fairly safe with most having 3 vaccinations, it may 
be time to resume our group’s in person games. We had a core 
group, which we’ll first reconnect with to find out who still is 
interested.  Also, due to COVID still a concern, we likely won’t 
add to the group just yet.

GARDENING – BLOOMERS 
Linda Elliott: 905-429-8538  

and Marilyn Lauricella: 905-982-2003
We have found two coordinators to head up 
this group which will be starting up later in 
the spring. We welcome new members to join. 
Please indicate your interest by emailing the  
interest group. 

 

GENEALOGY 
Neil Kilmartin: 289-388-8039 
neilMkilmartin@gmail.com

Past participants as well as those wishing to join the genealogy 
group are encouraged to contact me so that we can determine 
how we are going to proceed with the group when circumstances 
allow for in person activities.  I wish to compile a 
list of  people to contact to facilitate this soon, so 
send an email to me ASAP.  
In the interim, I am happy to assist and advise, and 
willing to start some research on your behalf.

 

GOLF LEAGUE 
Catherine Whittle: 416-906-1546 (text)  

Cwhittle2001@yahoo.ca 
Love to Golf !?!  Then this group is for you! 
Past members and new! Please contact me ASAP to learn more 
while there are spots still available. Let’s meet virtually on March 
22nd at 2 p.m. to discuss all things golf, tournaments, hole-in-
ones, dinner/lunch options and your ideas. This will give us time 
to prep for an unforgettable golf  season!  

 

HIKING WITH BILL 
Bill Morrison

“The group has hikes on the first and third Fridays of  each 
month.  The next outings are planned for March 18 and April 1. 
Contact Bill for more information, email the interest group.   

LAWN BOWLING 
Judy L. Anderson

Lawn Bowling remains closed for the Winter. Other carpet bowl-
ing options are available throughout the winter. If  you are interest-
ed in Short Mat bowling at the Latcham Centre or Indoor Carpet 
Bowling in Markham please contact Judy (interest group email).

LUNCH BUNCH 
Marg Miller: 226-229-9073 

Due to current COVID 19 outbreak, this group is on hiatus for a 
month and possibly longer.  We meet on the 4th Wednesday of  the 
month.  We are looking for a coordinator to head up this group. 

MOVIE GROUP
Denise Throp

Cinemas are now open at 100% capacity. Kanopy mov-
ies can be streamed from Ajax and Lindsay libraries. 

SINGLES GROUP
Denise Throp and Cathy Jeffrey

The purpose of  the singles’ group is to facilitate alliances between 
individual Port Perry Probus members who would like to partic-
ipate in some activity with one or more other members.  You do 
not have to be single to join the singles’ group – it is a group of  
individuals as opposed to couples. 
Denise Throp and Cathy Jeffrey maintain the singles’ group 
member list which is shared amongst all members of  the group, 
however any member of  the group may post a suggested activity 
and invite other members of  the group to join them in that activ-
ity.  The member posting the activity would also be responsible 
for coordinating the activity with the members who expressed an 
interest in joining them to do something.

mailto:neilMkilmartin%40gmail.com?subject=
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PROBUS Interest Groups continued .......

TOWN HALL THEATRE
Judy L. Anderson: 365-770-1331

Coming up at Town Hall 1873 Theatre:

    The Mudmen, April 23

     Sean Cullen and Friends Comedy Show.  
A Fundraiser for the Town Hall Theatre – April 29 

    Edge of  Dylan. A Bob Dylan Tribute – April 30

 All shows are listed on the Town Hall website.  

WINE TASTING I
Jim Adamson: 905-773-2878 

Our latest wine tasting was held virtually via   on January 
22. The group enjoyed three medium-bodied, dry Italian wines - 
one each from the northern, central, and southern regions of  the 
country.
In attempting to identify a “winner” out of  the three, one of  the 
more interesting outcomes was that in each case, wives and hus-
bands voted differently! A second outcome was that preferences 
were virtually equally divided between the three wines. This was 
all the more surprising given that the price per bottle ranged from 
a low of  $8.25 to a high of  $19. This last outcome proved to be 
most objective because no-one was aware of  the price variance 
until the very end.
All in all, a most enjoyable evening of  enjoying each other’s com-
pany (and tasting wines too).

GRAPES OF POURT
Barb Langer 416-805-9223

Our new group has a new name -“Grapes of  PourT”.  We now 
have 12 members, so our group is full! This month’s wine tasting 
event was hosted by Melodie and Brian Scott.  We tasted 3 wines, 
paired with chocolate from Williams Chocolate in Whitby. We let 
the chocolate melt on our tongues, then tasted the wine.  First, a 
white Moscado d’Asti from Portugal was paired with white choco-
late, which everyone enjoyed. Next, we tasted a white Gewurtztra-
miner from Germany, paired with milk chocolate - not everyone’s 
favourite pairing but still good. Many found that it was even better 
with some spice (cayenne), so it would be a good complement to 
spicy food.  Lastly, we paired dark chocolate with a red Apothic 
from California. Most of  the group enjoyed it more with choco-
late than by itself. Lots of  laughs and conversation made it a very 
enjoyable evening and we are all looking forward to our next event 
on April 7.

BOARD GAMES
Bill Morrison: 905-985-2624

 
BOWLING FOR FUN

Ann Skinner: 905-982-8865
 

BREAKFAST CLUB
COORDINATOR NEEDED!

 
CRIBBAGE

COORDINATOR NEEDED!

CURRENT EVENTS
COORDINATOR NEEDED!

 
DINNER – GUESS WHO’S COMING  

TO DINNER (GWCTD)
COORDINATOR NEEDED!

 
JAZZ

COORDINATOR NEEDED! 
 

LUNCH MEETUP 
(After monthly meeting)

Melodie Scott: 905-767-1505 
 

MODEL BOATS
COORDINATOR NEEDED!

 
TRAVEL

Judy Spring: 905-447-4557 

The following interest groups have suspended operations during the COVID-19 crisis.   
Please stay tuned because some of  the groups might be looking at ways  

to start up as we move towards re-opening.
Keeping our interest groups going can provide an outlet for sharing like interests.  

Please consider volunteering for one of  these groups needing a coordinator:

Email:  interest.portperryprobus@gmail.com

mailto:interest.portperryprobus%40gmail.com?subject=
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THIS MONTH’S SPEAKERS
Main Speaker – March 15 

MARNIE HARE BICKLE
Writer 

“Native Born Son: The Journals of J. David Ford”

Short Presentation – March 15
TEDTALKS VIDEO WITH TIM URBAN

“Inside the Mind of a Master Procrastinator”

APRIL 19
“Oh Canada – Our Home and Inventive Land”

with Prof. Mark Rector
MAY 17

“The Birth of the Beatles”
Musical presentation with Mike Daley

PROBUS Club of Port Perry  Meetings
UPCOMING SPEAKERS   

Did you miss our February  Meeting?
HERE’S A RECAP

The short presentation was a TED Talk video entitled “You are 
fluent in this language (and don’t even know it)” with illustrator, 
Christoph Niemann.  In a charming talk, Niemann  showed how 
artists tap into our emotions and minds – all without words.

The main presentation was a tour with Yvette Brown from the 
Bata Shoe Museum showcasing the Museum’s flagship exhibi-
tion, “All About Shoes: Footwear Through the Ages”, - a voyage 
through four and a half  millennia of  shoes.
Note that the meeting was not recorded due to copyright issues. 

February Zoom Meeting 
LUCKY PRIZE WINNERS
At our February membership meeting 
there were four winners of  $25 each. 

The prize draw winners were: 
Dave Matthews     Jack Massie

Ray Petre       Sandra Lloyd

“Native Born Son is J. David Ford’s first-
hand telling of  his suspenseful exploits while 
growing up in the eastern arctic during the 
1920s and 30s. He was born into a family of  
traders, trappers and Hudson’s Bay Company 
employees who, since the late 1700s, lived 
alongside the indigenous people. The stories, 
written before David left the arctic to enlist 

for WWII, are a social history depicting a way of  life at the end 
of  an era – before radio communication, snowmobiles or power 
boats – a nomadic life on the verge of  extinction.

Marnie Hare Bickle discovered Ford’s yellowed notebooks 
in the attic of  her home located north of  Port Hope, and spent 
years editing the manuscripts in her spare time. The journals 
which are set in Coats Island, Newfoundland and Southampton 
Island tell a story of  adventure, risk taking, survival and commu-
nity in a harsh land. The narrative combines a deep respect for 
the indigenous people’s way of  life with their wise stewardship 
of  natural resources.”

About Our Speaker
“Marnie Hare Bickle worked most of  her career in music  

academia as Head of  Circulation for the Music Library at the  
Faculty of  Music, University of  Western Ontario; Ontario  
Regional Director for the Canadian Music Centre; and Concert 
Manager for the Faculty of  Music, University of  Toronto. She  
studied piano, voice, and because she was a teen in the 60s, learned 
guitar and performed at coffee houses, folk concerts, church 
events, and community functions. Always a writer at heart, she  
has written poetry, songs, short stories and articles. She combined  
her interest in music and research to record part of  U of  T’s Opera 
School history (1972-1996) as well as other articles to promote 
and showcase classical musicians. She and her husband moved to 
Port Hope in 1997 where she gave private piano, voice and guitar  
lessons until COVID brought about her retirement.”

Copies of  “Native Born Son” can be pur-
chased directly from the presenter for $25  
plus $5 shipping. Cheques should be payable to 
Marnie Hare Bickle. Mailing address is:  Box 
271, Port Hope, ON  L1A 3W4. 

For more info contact Marnie at 905-885-
6571 or by email: marniebickle@me.com

Tim Urban knows that procrastination doesn’t make sense, 
but he’s never been able to shake his habit of  waiting until the 
last minute to get things done. In this hilarious and insightful talk,  
Urban takes us on a journey through YouTube binges, Wikipedia 
rabbit holes and bouts of  staring out the window – and encour- 
ages us to think harder about what we’re really procrastinating on, 
before we run out of  time.

Ted Urban has become one of  the Internet’s most popular 
blog writers. Urban’s blog, Wait But Why, has garnered millions 
of  unique page views, thousands of  patrons and famous fans like 
Elon Musk.

mailto:marniebickle%40me.com?subject=
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FEBRUARY PHOTO CONTEST WINNER

MJ Rees

Terry Skinner

Out Winter Wonderland photo contest is now over.  We published some of  the photos in last month’s newsletter, and more are shown here.   
The winner of  the contest is Denise Throp who wins a $20 prize for the photo of  hockey players on ice.  Congratulations Denise.   

And thank you to all you great photographers who participated in the contest and brought a little visual joy to our lives. 

AND THE WINNER IS .......  Denise Throp

Denice Throp

Judy Spring
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THE SOUL OF  
NEWFOUNDLAND & LABRADOR AT ITS BEST

This is a great way to get a real taste for 
Newfoundland & Labrador.  It’s a series of  
short videos of  a few minutes in length for 
each one.  And they cover all types of  stories 
about Newfoundland & Labrador – the lan-
guage, whales, art & architecture, nature & 
wildlife, people & culture, music & celebration 
and so on.  In some cases as a video ends, the  
next in that interest area automatically starts 
in turn, so just keep watching.  They are really 

quite interesting and sometimes awe-inspiring and occasionally 
emotional stories.  And the videography is simply beautiful.

https://anythingbutordinary.travel/#theTaleBlazers

CANADIAN ART GEM
A wonderful and informative website ded-

icated to great Canadian artists right in our 
own backyard.  As described on the website 
“TVO Arts decodes and demystifies iconic 
works of  Canadian art.  By learning about 
the artists, their backstories, and their diverse 
perspectives, you’ll discover why and how 
they create and share their love of  art.  No 
art history degree required.”  There are web 
views, videos and study guides on the site.

https://www.tvoarts.org/

HOME ENTERTAINMENT BEFORE  
VIDEO GAMES, TV & RADIO

Before radio and TV were invented, peo-
ple entertained themselves in different ways.  
They often amused their family and friends 
with music, poetry and storytelling. One 
form of  entertainment was the scrap album 
or scrapbook.  Take a look at this website to 
see a variety of  Victorian imagery from scrap-
books of  that time - including Valentines.  
(Note:  at the bottom of  some pages is a small 

arrow that will take you to additional information.)
http://www.scrapalbum.com/stvalent.htm

FUN IN THE MUSEUM
Although the Natural History 

Museum in London (UK) formally 
opened it’s doors in 1881, the 
collection actually started almost 
300 years ago with the collection 
of  a physician who traveled 
the world collecting interesting 

things. The website of  the Museum contains information on an 
amazing variety of  subjects. Categories such as Dinosaurs, Human 
Evolution, Oceans, Wildlife, Space, etc. each have many short  
sub-categories.  For instance, under Wildlife, you can read about 
Pond Life, Peregrine Falcons, Log Piles and much more. It’s 
certainly worth the time to look through their website for topics 
that interest you.

https://www.nhm.ac.uk/discover

THE WATER WORLD
Take a break and watch these 

live cams from the Monterey Bay 
aquarium. The jelly fish ones are 
mesmerizing, the antics of  the 
penguins and otters ones are fun 
to watch and the live cams of  
others are simply interesting and 
quite relaxing.  Have on some quiet music to help you watch.
https://www.montereybayaquarium.org/animals/live-cams

VISIT THE VATICAN VIRTUALLY
Here’s your chance to tour some 

of  the most famous rooms in the  
Vatican but without the crowds.  
Click on the room you want to see, 
use the cursor for the mouse (or your 
finger on a touch screen) to move the 
image 360 degrees in any direction 

and do exceptional close-ups.  If  you’ve ever been to the Sistine 
Chapel, you know it’s usually packed with people and the ceiling 
is so high you can barely make out the frescoes.  But with this 
website all the detail of  everything on the walls and ceiling is open 
to you in close-up (or farther out to capture the full view). 

https://www.museivaticani.va/content/museivaticani/en/
collezioni/musei/cappella-sistina/tour-virtuale.html

WEBSITES TO ENJOY

These website links and many more are available on our website at:  
https://www.portperryprobus.com/learning-entertainment

https://anythingbutordinary.travel/#theTaleBlazers
https://www.tvoarts.org/
http://www.scrapalbum.com/stvalent.htm
https://www.nhm.ac.uk/discover
https://www.montereybayaquarium.org/animals/live-cams
https://www.museivaticani.va/content/museivaticani/en/collezioni/musei/cappella-sistina/tour-virtuale.html
https://www.museivaticani.va/content/museivaticani/en/collezioni/musei/cappella-sistina/tour-virtuale.html
https://www.portperryprobus.com/learning-entertainment
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THE SECRET TO NOT GETTING OLDER
What happens to us as we age? Can we  

delay that process? What research on aging  
is being done? The Royal Institution, UK is 
livestreaming  “Ageless:  The Science of  Getting 
Old Without Getting Older” with Andrew Steele 
on March 16th.  If  you register and are unable 
to attend the livestream, the video will be avail-

able for up to a week following the event.  Cost for the livestream is 
“pay what you can.”  Ticket sales end on March 16th.

https://www.rigb.org/whats-on/
ageless-science-getting-old-without-getting-older

DURHAM REGION THINGS TO DO
Things are opening up again for 

spring.  Take a look at all the inter-
esting events scheduled around the 
Durham Region over the next month 
– car rally, maple syrup festivals, Celtic 
Illusion performance and so on.

https://calendar.durham.ca/tourismevents

If  you haven’t been to the Oshawa 
Museum, here’s a website with a 
360° virtual tour of  the museum with 
zoom in/out capabilities.  In addition 
you can see some of  their interesting 
upcoming live events as the museum 
moves toward reopening.

http://www.oshawamuseum.org/whats-on

EASTER SONG
For Easter, VOCES8 - Live From London presents two concerts 

“…both from the heart and pen of poet/lyricist Charles Anthony 
Silvestri.”  Both concerts are available to be viewed live, or on  
demand through April 30th.  Cost is £12.50 (about $21 CAD) each 
or both for £24.00 (about $41 CAD).  And you can watch the trailer 
on the website for a taste of  the performance.

 Live on April 14th @ 2 p.m. EDT  
The Sacred Veil composed by Eric Whitacre

  Live on April 17th @ 2 p.m. EDT 
Requiem Novum composed by Marten Jansson.

https://livefromlondon.org/tickets

SCHEDULED EVENTS

Thanks to club members Joyce Svedberg and Janet Casey 
for finding and researching these websites.

All of my  
bills say 

“outstanding.”
I guess I’m  

doing a great 
job with them.

Sometimes I 
wonder what 
happened to 
the people 

who asked me 
for directions.

Some people  
say seniors  
act looney  
sometimes.

I prefer to say  
we indulge 
in random 

self-amusement.

Went swimming 
at the pool today. 
Took a pee in the 

deep end.
Lifeguard  

noticed. Blew his 
whistle so loud  
I almost fell in.

https://www.rigb.org/whats-on/ageless-science-getting-old-without-getting-older
https://www.rigb.org/whats-on/ageless-science-getting-old-without-getting-older
https://calendar.durham.ca/tourismevents
http://www.oshawamuseum.org/whats-on
https://livefromlondon.org/tickets
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COMMUNITY CARE DURHAM NEEDS YOU!

Volunteer 
Board of 
Directors 

Interested candidates, please forward
your resumes to:
rkeys@communitycaredurham.on.ca

JOIN OUR

We invite local leaders to join
Community Care Durham's Board of
Directors. CCD is a multi-service
registered charitable organization,
providing a broad range of
community support services for
adults and their caregivers who have
needs related to aging, physical
and/or mental health throughout
Durham Region. 

Governance, Risk & Compliance
Information Technology/ Digital Skills
Member & Stakeholder Engagement
Financial Performance
Social Responsibility

communitycaredurham.on.ca

Skills/Qualifications:
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SOME QUICK REMINDERS

PROBUS CHALLENGE -  
ASSISTING FELLOW MEMBERS 

You are challenged to consider fellow PROBUS members who 
live alone or may be having trouble throughout this lengthy period 
of  social distancing.  And this winter will only increase some of  
that anxiety after having already experienced almost two years of  
isolation.

Members may have trouble coping with that isolation or just 
day-to-day.  They may not wish to reach out for help.  So consider 
giving one or two members a friendly call to brighten their day.  
If  you don’t have their contact information, email Judy Spring at 
judith.spring@outlook.com and the information will be provid-
ed.  And if  you’re feeling isolated or need some assistance, please 
reach out to us.

LOOKING FOR CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE  
NEWSLETTER & WEBSITE 

We need your input for the newsletter, website and Facebook 
pages. So if  you come across interesting websites, recently re-
opened shops, restaurants or places to visit, or future scheduled 
events of  interest, please email us at portperryprobus@gmail.com

CLUB FACEBOOK GROUP 
If  you haven’t done so already, please consider joining our club’s 

new Facebook group. We have around 125 members now in the 
group and are looking for more to join. There’s no obligation to in-
put anything if  you don’t want to, but you’ll find a lot of  good infor-
mation, inspiration and laughs on the site from those who do. The 

only rules are that posts must not be political,  
religious, or offensive. No fundraising except as 

approved by the management committee. 
For any issues or to get assistance with 

joining the Facebook group, feel free to 
email  judith.spring@outlook.com

PROBUS GLOBAL

For a wider view of  the PROBUS world, consider joining  
PROBUS Global at https://probusglobal.org/   
It’s free to join, and you have access to lots of  fascinating informa-
tion and benefits from this online PROBUS organization such as:
•  Finding and learning about PROBUS clubs all over the world, 

reading their newsletters, attending their membership meetings 
by  , connecting with their members;

•  Becoming an email or chat pal with PROBUS members world-

wide or joining chatrooms with other such PROBUS members;
•  Have an instant PROBUS connection in many countries when 

you travel and also have the opportunity to learn about the 
worldwide travels of  other PROBUS members;

•  Access the PROBUS Global newsletter;
•  Join a PROBUS Global interest group and
•  Many other benefits.

“To all the days here and after, 
may they be filled with fond memories, 

happiness, and laughter.”

http://judith.spring@outlook.com
http://portperryprobus@gmail.com
http://judith.spring@outlook.com

